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The increasing dominance of the Asia–Pacific region as a source of international business growth has created a dynamic and 
complex business environment. For this reason, a sound understanding of regional economies, communities and operational 
challenges is critical for any international business manager working in a global context.

Presented in a semester-friendly thirteen chapters, with an emphasis on ‘doing business in Asia’, Contemporary International 
Business in the Asia–Pacific Region addresses topics that are driving international business today. Providing content and 
research that is accessible to local and international students, this text introduces core business concepts and comprehensively 
covers a range of key areas, including trade and economic development, dimensions of culture, business planning and strategy 
development, research and marketing, and employee development in cross-cultural contexts. 

Key issues are brought to life by the opening vignettes, as well as numerous regional spotlights and IB masterclass case studies, 
all of which illustrate the opportunities for and challenges facing Australasian organisations operating across a range of industries. 
The inclusion of an IB skill builder toolbox supports the development of graduate skills in business report writing and oral 
communication.

Written by authors with industry experience and academic expertise, Contemporary International Business in the Asia–Pacific 
Region is an essential resource for students of business and management.

• Emphasis on the modern topic of ‘Doing Business in Asia’
• Succinct semester-friendly 13 chapters
• Content and research that is accessible to local and international students
• Authors with industry and academic expertise in dedicated subject matter within international business
• Extensive pedagogy has been designed to increase student engagement and assist learning
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Short-answer questions

Multiple-choice questions

R&D activites

Case study & revision 
questions

Self testing

Searchable glossary

Highlighting and 
annotation

Video & web links

The printed text comes with an enhanced eBook at no extra cost, with features including:



CASE STUDIES
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Spotlight Case Studies
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Short case studies with accompanying questions

Asian century: engaging our neighbours and developing a capable 
workforce
Inside Asia: changing times
Outlook for South-East Asia, China and India

Dr. Reddy’s international expansion 
The growth of Beca in the Asia–Pacific.
Importance of home-country advantages and the internationalisation 
of Fonterra in the Asia–Pacific

Asian Development Bank
What is Enabling Economic Growth? 
ASEAN economic integration: challenges and opportunities.

Samsung’s Organisational Culture
Nestle’s Ethical Issues
Enviromental Disasters: Bhopal, Ok Tedi, SE Asian Haze

Who owns Australian Agriculture
H&M’s Operation Experience in Asia
Tesla’s Operations in China

Breaking into China’s Movie Market
Uber Pulls Out of China
The Mining of Mica

11

The Asia–Pacific drives global retail growth
Rise of strategic alliances in Asia 
The Global Hotel Alliance seeking growth in the East

Shipping Australian seafood to Asia: CMG Australia
Working in an international R&D team
Fresh produce innovation in export markets: challenges and 
opportunities

Britain’s exit from the EU
Managing exchange rate risk
International taxation issues

A rising star from China: the Haier Group
International franchising expansion: Australian retailers 
venturing abroad
Measuring for success: how does Google Analytics work?

Factory Asia
Asia dominates global services offshoring
Fletcher Building: challenges in constructing global 
success

Expat: does Asia need Western expats or perma-pats?
Expatriate performance management: Nokia
Spotlight on locals and Asia-outbound assignees

International business meetings
Ecommerce mania: queue … Beardbrand
Regional security: the fight for survival in Kiribati



• Today’s Asia: The growth driver and champion
• Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 

Partnership – an overview
• The Asia–Pacific: an economic update
• IKEA in China
• Does the US rely too much on China for finance?
• China’s domination of solar power
• Is Virgin Australia Australian?

• International business research: It’s about understanding 
demand

• The Bitcoin rollercoaster ride
• The rise of social marketing: The Asian Development Bank
• The downfall of the Australian car market
• The development of unique organisational cultures in multi-

cultural management teams
• The employee is the new consumer

Opening Vignettes

• The Honda corporation: international business strategy
• Starbucks an unlikely failure: challenges of operating in 

the Asia–Pacific region
• The cost of regional integration – when it all goes wrong: 

the Australian Wheat Board scandal
• Sweatshop wars: Nike and its opponents in the 1990s
• Globalisation of finance: AIG Corporation
• Gillette in India

• Fonterra’s affairs in China
• Vietnam exports to mainland China and Hong Kong
• Avon: dancing with volatile exchange rates
• The dual-system model: Dell’s distribution strategy in 

China
• Defining the roles of manufacturing plants at Flex
• Managing expatriates at Louis Vuitton Moët Hennessey

IB Masterclass
Large case studies with accompanying questions

INSTRUCTOR’S RESOURCES

• Guided answers for the IB Masterclass case studies
• Stretch cases with questions and answers
• PowerPoint slides
• 78 interactive questions to load into lecturer LMS; question types include MCQs, Wordclouds, ranking alterna-

tives, short-answer and matching.

A short taster to the chapter with accompanying questions

Resources designed to assist intructors in teaching the course

Example of how informative videos will appear in the enhanced eBook

Example of how questions will appear in the enhanced eBook
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PART I:  CORE CONCEPTS
Chapter 1: Foundations of International 
Business in Asia-Pacific  

Introduction
International business today
Asia and the Pacific: trade position today
Global risks and international business
International business development: growth 
drivers
Summary
Revision questions
R&D activities
References

Chapter 2: Drivers and Challenges of 
Internationalising Firms

Introduction
Internationalisation theories of firms
FSAs and internationalisation
Home-country advantages and 
internationalisation
The host country and the MNE
The host country and the institutional 
environment
The contribution to the host country: 
legitimacy and good corporate citizenship
The challenges of operating in the host 
country
The distance between the host and home 
country
The legal environment and international 
relations
Summary
Revision questions
R&D activities
References

Chapter 3: Economics and the Role of 
Regional Integration

Introduction
The growth of regional economic integration
Types of economic integration
The costs and benefits of integrated 
arrangements
Economic integration in the Asia–Pacific 
region
Understanding the impact of regional 
integration on MNEs
Summary
Revision questions
R&D activities
References

Chapter 4: Culture, Ethics and Corporate 
Governance

Introduction
Understanding culture in international 
business
Ethics in international business
Corporate governance, guidelines and 
practice
The role of sustainability and corporate social 
responsibility
Interactions between culture, ethics, 
corporate governance and CSR
Summary
Revision questions
R&D activities
References

Chapter 5: International Investment
Introduction
Transferable FSAs
The main types of MNEs
The advantages of location
Common MNE motivations to invest abroad
FDI into ASEAN
International transactions and the balance of 
payments
Economic crises and the impact on BOP
Summary
Revision Questions
R&D Activities
References

PART II: DYNAMICS OF INTERNATIONAL 
BUSINESS IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION
Chapter 6:  Emerging Economies

Introduction
The nature of economies in the Asia–Pacific 
region
Conducting business in emerging Asia–
Pacific economies
The challenges of doing business in 
emerging Asia–Pacific economies
Competing in Asia–Pacific emerging 
economies
GVCs in Asia–Pacific emerging economies
The rise of Asia–Pacific EMNEs
Summary
Revision questions
R&D activities
References

Chapter 7:  Market Entry and 
Development Strategies

Introduction
The role of foreign distributors
International strategic alliances
International M&As
Managing M&As
Alternative entry strategies
Summary
Revision questions
R&D activities
References

Chapter 8: International Business 
Research

Introduction
Understanding the international business 
research process
Secondary sources of information in 
international markets
Using primary research in international 
business
Challenges and issues in international 
business research
Reporting and communicating research 
results
Summary
Revision questions
R&D activities
References

PART III:  FUNCTIONAL ISSUES
Chapter 9:  Foreign Currency and 
International Financial Management

Introduction
International financial management

Working capital and cash flow management
Foreign exchange and currency risk
Managing exposure to currency risk
International accounting and taxation issues
Summary
Revision questions
R&D activities
References

Chapter 10:  International Marketing
Introduction
Key elements of international marketing 
decisions
Drivers of international business pricing
Understanding networks and international 
distribution 
Promoting products in international markets
Marketing performance metrics
Summary
Revision questions
R&D activities
References

Chapter 11:  International Sourcing and 
Production

Introduction
Overview and key trends
The role of foreign production plants
Cost efficiency and emerging markets
Flexible manufacturing systems and global 
supply chains
Transferring production knowledge across 
borders
Risks in international production and sourcing
Summary
Revision questions
R&D activities
References

Chapter 12:  Managing Managers in an 
Asia-Pacific Environment

Introduction
International staffing policies
Selecting managers for international 
assignments
Performance management
Managing a workforce in Asia–Pacific 
markets
Summary
Revision questions
R&D activities
References

Chapter 13:  Ongoing Challenges for 
International Business in the Asia-
Pacific Region

Introduction
Future international business growth in 
emerging markets
Ongoing rise of ecommerce platforms
Regional security, a multifaceted challenge
What will an international business career 
look like?
Summary
Revision questions
R&D activities
References
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